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___Nuwber 5 June 1957 ____Editor- David MacDonald

This is the unnofficial publication of the Circle and the
ESFA, two stcrling New York areo -~ sbeicties, and is the first
issue thercof under new nanageiicnt. Letters nnd suchlike should
be- eddresscd to David MaeDonald, Apt. 309, lol W, 109th St., N.Y.
25, N.Y. Assisting with this issue are: Martin Jukovsky, Art
Dircctor; Ken Beale,Editoricl Consultent; and David Papayanopulos,
New York Correspondent. It is-sent to nenbers of the Circle ond
the ESFA ond to certoin others, ot the discrction of the editor.

. It is published wonthly. Non-acnbers of the above clubs nay recei-
e - Lb.by Sendins in 50¢ for o yeor's sub.Individusl copies will
be sent on recucst. - ... Excelsior:

CrpCL &

--THE NEW YORK SCIENCE FICTION CIRCLE--
REGULAR MEETING FOR JUNE WILL BE HELD:
SUNDAY

JUNE 23rd at 2: 30 Bl

P R i i
lace Directions:

Taoke B-way IRT or 8th Ave. AA
IND local to 110th St.

Apt 309
101 West 109 St
New York City

THE EASTERN SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION
g I

REGULAR MEETING FOR JULY WILL BE HELD:

SUNDAY
JULY 7th 2330, 5l
Rlzge: Directions: )
Slovak Sokol Hall Take #25 Springfield Ave., Bus
358 Morris Avenue Fron Penn Station (Newark).
Newark, N. J. .. Get off at Morris Ave, and

.- Walk % block right.



SPACES3HIPS AnD CELLULOLD
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by Ken Bezle

. ‘After 5 years, ithis column appears to have found a hone,
hanks to Dave MacDonzld. (It was previously slaved to appesr in
an uUpstate fenzine, and was ia one issue of Insidec.) I expect to
review 211 or most of the SF films from here on, tho' doubtless
other reviswers will appear in thesc peges. I yould also like to
say something about 3F and fantasy on TV,

{

The She Devil
Regal Films, released by 20th Century-Fox. Produccd, direc-
ted, and co-written by Kurt Neumenn. Stars Mari Blanchard, Jack
Kelly, Alvert Dekker.

Thig film should invite fan interest, inasmuch as it is based
on Stenley G. Weinbaum's ("John deseclata) Well-known story, "The
Adaptive Ultimatc". Uanfortunately, it is a hagtily-throw-togethor
affair, sccmingly hapcd  lBLECLy on & recédt~TV- version. Thescript
follows the story (or my mcmory of it agrecs, anyhow) but failg
to deveclope the theme properly. Directionm ig flit, special eficcts
virtually noncxistent, and performances pellid. The movie's chiof
virtue is miss Blancherd, who zlso is responsible for the only acc-
eptablec performence. Verdict: worth missing.

Coupled with the abovs in a receat double-bill wes the more
widely advertized: -
ol Kronog
Regal, Fox rclezse, produccd, circcted by Heumenn., Sters
Jcff HMorrow, Barbars Lawrcnce, John Emcry. Criginzal story cnd sp-
ecigl cffcclhs, <oy Trrdasiblock.

Thig is a slightly different slaznt on the by-now-gtondard
Hollywwod SF pic. Thosc of ug who went to sce a gad little off-
ort cnllcd "Robot HMonster" in the vein cxpcctotion ol gomuthing
like this, will now bc gratificd. In other words, hcro we have a
blend of two typee of movic (znd SF mag) plot: space-opcra cnd
monstor-mclodrona.

Extratcrrestrinls on a planct whose nome now cludes me scnd
o sort of floating spacc-city to obscrve the Rarth, Itiepsshes
i the Pecirie st {foridet itla 1anding?) and from it a hugoe
metol zicnt cmerges. His purpose: to dr~in away our elcctriczl eon-
crgy. He (or morc properly, 2 Pue e Wireros" of the filmVs bie
t1e. It soon starts cutting the expected gwothe of destruction.
Can the Army, plus our hero, stop thig? I presume you know thc on-
ayer to. that ongd

Six ydars mgo, two talentcd young & ecial-effccte men made a
rother ‘gocd 1itt

ic g% film. callted: "Unknown World". (Which hns

i =
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regcently besn cn locel TV.) One of them, Irving Block, loter wor-
ked on the story of "Forbidden Planet", and he did similarygchores
on thig one. Kurt Neumann, who produced and directed, mode the
rether underrated "Rocketgchip X-M"., (Also on IV lately.) The ' re-
sult of their collaboraticn is an above-arrercge Sa el T dhm ot TABNENL
of the weird mechanisms cond pyrotechnics wunny feans scen to enjoy.
Morris Ankrum, who has been in nearly every film of this type sin-
cé "Destinction Moon" appecrs creditably herc, and the Folghy 0t ghe
cost, including- "This Islend Earth's" Jeff Morrow, acquit thenmsel-
ves ably.

I could wich for morc concistency in cartoin trick sequcences,
(nctably thcese of the space-city as viewed Dby telescope) ond for
better characterizaticns. And the story is vogue on some points:
what wog thet glowing substance that emerged fron the Burecu Dir-
cctor's brain? And why? Also, cn impressive-looking electironic
brein plays cnly o subsidiery role, ~nd peons to have been devig-
ed nmainly as a background prop.

The film received peor notices; but so hoes virtuelly every
8¥ picture, good, bad or indiffercnt since 'Destinction Mocn™.
And I confess I cannot understend fons who v/ill criticize o pict=-
urc cuch as this as inmature and sens ctionzl (both of which it
adnittedly ih) and then go back to their reading of such as E.E.
Suith's "Lensien" epics or Williemson's "Legion™ teles. This is
eaturity?

01ld monstcrs never die, they just ncet Abbott and Costello.

Miscollany: Two reccent horror pictures ploying together
wore "Voodoo Island" ond "pharaoh's Curse". Eoth were Bel-Air
("The Black Sleep") productions, United Artists releases. This
gf-horror double bill policy rerely produces o good show; in fact
usually one picturc is barcly acceptable, the other complgtely ber
neeth notice. But ccononic nccessity seens to dictatc this policy,
at least with the cheaply-nade filos of the pst two yecors.

/!
"eodoo Islend" featurced Boris Karloff, tralisptly striving

te got something cut of =n inept script, and uouefcannlbullstlc

b Do anp Ad o
olents. It wes worthless on a1l counts. “Phhxuo?,u Curse _hau

script by thb sanc Howard Koch who wrotc its co-feature, dbut its
dircotor wes Lee Sholen (of TVis "Long John Silver™) who is bett-
er nt his craft thon the director of "Islend. "Pharaoh's Curse"
wes therefore nildly exciting, ;and hed o coupl > of effective sce-
nes in an old tomb. It lalsc had a slightly unsonventional nonst-
er (which it handled poorly) &nd o bewitching “*sraeli niss ncmed
giva Bhapir. i '
Other recent films have iﬁ?luded "Not of this Earth", (pro-

duced and dirccted by Roger Cornan, who made "The Beast with a
Million Eyes", and "The Dey the World Ended") waich was co-billed
with "Attack of the Crab Monsters". Neither has nlayed widely in
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this area as yet, so both con be expected soon. I haven't scen th-
@M, -bmt - dErie by . reviewed WNBILGE this Earth®" foyvgrably, and Cor-
nan's srevious filas have been interesting....Algo, "Voodco Wonan',
(not to be confuged with "Voodoo I aamd't) "end MThe Undend" are &
double bill yet to Ye seen generally...."The Living Idol" is ancth-
er to watch for in your vicinity.....Disney's "Man in Space" app-
-arcd briefly, but I missed it....Heinlein's "Project lioonbasec",
Sicdrnk's "Riders to the Stars™ and " bg" were on TV-of late, as
was ‘“"Pegbedy's Mermaid" _,.,.The short deily series, "Top Secret"
(25 Dul es- chanunel 5) is worth watching.....The scne channel pre-
sents horror filus Saturday nights around 11:00.....Yeor's silli-
est movic title is "I was a Tcen-Age Werewolf", forthconming Yron
Arerican-Internaticnal filns......Roy Bradbury is reportedly pre-
pAGing.a half-hour TVgeries callet UHepor tiEreon 'Space™. ... And his
short  story, "The Rock Cried Oui" is to be Pl e by He ch-—tindsl -
Lonerster (of "Marty" repute), Sir Carol Reed directing, Rey hlu—
sclf doing the adnptaticn.....Back next nonth with nore of this.

e mee pem pme et Mms et s g mve mem  eme men  mee e A weem mae e e e e oa mm e — e mee -
~os

giii clgt .insuTiicipht™dete L btzzz. L qudtys- what is love?
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POLLARD TLROWS A PAKTY
by D. HMICHAEL PSMITH

Phons whe were fortunnte enough to attend the party giv-
en by Erudite Dove Pollard at his apartunent on West 113th  Street
ast nonth will reihowber it 4As onc of. the more plecsant cvenings
of the current socirl season. There was no particular reason for
the affair, Pollardigiving the party, as herput it, "Just for

By B OIFY i

Guests were delighted to find that the host had provided
refreshnents in the forn &f three bottles of Jack Danicls and
two bottles of Juirnoff's, as well cs o buffet for those who =¥,
wished to cat.

- ¥ -

'0h} Is that L, Sprogue de Conp? He looks like Dewey." CI

In"g1l¥,l sbout.ia degen ;ond o half/NiEen attended; includ-
ing such nctables as the Sabater Sisters, Pat and Lorie, who were
greeted-with cries of joy by oll their old friends, and 3Sten
Sermmer, ’ forner tond, who riade his farewell appearance befores
lecving for ports unknown, Stan,was seen in earnest ccenversotion
with Szndy Cutrell ond it is believed that'he was teaching Sone-
dy a few Japonese phrascs for use in Tokyo Geisha Houmes. L1590
prescnt were Chuck Freudenthal,”Mariin Jukovsky (bey Meuh),
Carole Ingersoll, who perforned~a’torrid calypso dance, Irrcpress
ible David MaeDonald, Selna Rosen, erstwhile fake foke-fonne, &
this writer. i
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~ MacDonald spcht nuch of the time in front of the nirror ,
showing hinsdlf cnrd tricks. Occasionally however, he would go
~round the roorn. asking people to pick a card. He wes ignored by

o Entertcinient wos provided by the host, wio read Irom the
Verse Eddes in the origincl 01d@ Norsc. Unfertunctely he was forced
tc interrupt his recging 1% order to acconpeny Selnn, to her hone,
as she had t) lcave enrly. When Pollard rcturned, several hours
lrtcr, he was rother nonplussed e see that only three people re-
mciilned.. One of ther, Chuck, hnd passed out on the bed cnd rcsis-
te@d all Pollord's efiorts to move him.

Yhen lagt secn, Pollord wos noking preparstidns to slecp on
thef couch, end grunbling to hinself in Low Gothic.
Canpbell is the cgghecd's REy-Palme?. ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
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Lotest locol publicotion is Lhe Scturday Evening Toad, cuer-
ging fron Toad Hall, the oncostral hoie of Lin Carter, Joc Schouo-
burger and (until rccently) Sten Serxner. Scrxner Hes ‘since depart-
cd for =, sert of lenrning, and Joseph lMeKenna Hes navat hns T thnte
initinl Tssuc is filled with mcnuaentnl liternry fere like "Leaves
from 2 Tond Hall Dinry®, "Scribblings in the Dark", "™Mcther Toad's
Recipe cf the ilonth", "Darklings in the Scrib™, ond, of all things,
"jow York News-Notes". Editer Corter has olgo boen daboling in
sculpture, ~nd hrs covernl Tau Crosses conpletede..... Sandy Cutrell
of the USAF will not be secn in these parts again for over a year,
The Air Force has sent hin to Japan. A rousing(?) fardwell party
was given for hin by David MacDonald before he left..e. Arronge-
nents have now becn nade for the collection in Anerica of nenber-
ship dues to this years World Convention, instead of transnitting
chcques or cagh to London. Applicants should send one dellapitte
Franklin M. Dietz Jr., 1721 Grond Ave., Bronx 53, N.Y., stating
this sur: is for the 1957 WSFS nenbership. Menbership ¢ards aond all
8ociety literature will then be issued from Londone.s.Son Mosky
ot the lost ESFA necet read a connunication fron a proninant
English fan who stayed ot the Kings @Gourt hotel o weekend rccentlye.
Le described the facilities of the hotel... A rottrap in no un-
certoin terns..... Betty Van Houten, lovely wife of local BIF
Ray, died recently. I'n sure 511 of NYC fandon joins me in wishing
our conldolanceSeseses WSFS Inc. is dafinatly to hold a postal
ballot for the next conventdon site. Lpplieations, togeather
with credentials, nust be in by 30 Juneeses The New York SF clubs
(ESFA, CIRCLE, NYSFS) and possibly the Philladelphia group will
hold o joint exé¢wtsion to Asbury perk New Jersey. Date not set,
at this writinge..e.. Martin Jukovsky (Boy Meuh), has declined the
nonination by Kent- Corey for Eastern Representative at the .
Oklacon this yeaTleeeee. Harlan Ellison 1s in Town for two wecks,
having finished basic training.




<, LAST MIKUTE NOTES & AFTERTHOUGHTS C5

The Bradley Beach Excursion is deflnatly slated for S%terdﬂy,
August 10th., I received g postcard fronm Hal Lynch of Philly
stating that he talked with Will-Jenkins (Not Murray Leinster-
this is o different Will Jenking, Pres. of the Pnhilly ST Society)
about the get--togeather, and it seens that it "... sounds like

a' great idéa, .. you' ‘can ceuntion ia snall: but wvigorous Philly
contingent," Those interested ih going will meet at La Reine
Strecet and the Beach. Lo Reinm street-is + block from the bus
and reilroad terminals in-Asbury Park, New Jersey. For further
info, write this nagazine... I'ﬁlght nention that, as you con
see, this nagazine has changed ‘editors. Dick Ellln ton has

given upsin disgust, and David HacBonald (ne) has d901ded 72 PO
take over. My editorial policies are alnost the sane as Dick's,
excepling that I will'not larbast any New York club or indi-
vidual in these pages. I wilil, howeVer, publisgh-‘letters; if
anyone fecls like sending in some nasty criack... Please, PLEASE,
PLEASE try to wmeake the next Circle neeting, Attendance has
dropped to a fearful low nunber, and the club nay well he dooned
to extinction. Besides, Ian Macauly has been called by the

Arried Forces, and nay be forced to resign at the next nmeeting.
To further prompt attendance, I will personaly offer free beer
to attendees, with the exception of certain blackhearted scoun-
drels whon I suspect night cone just for the free beer... Runor
has it few if any ¥Y¥fen at HMidwescon, Shane... alors till next ish.

METROFAN

c/o David MacDon=ld
101 West 109th St.
New York 25, N. Y.

FIRST CLASS MAIL




